Date: 10" May’ 2021

Respected Sir,

I hope you are doing well. Enclosed is a letter requesting a conservation reserve status for

Sattal. We request you, to please study the attached appeal and help us in saving this forest.
We will be following this up with a detailed actionable plan.

I hope we will get your support in this endeavor,

Looking forward to your response,

Yours sincerely,

SATTAL CONSERVATION CLUB

savesattal@gmail.com
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Date: 07.05.2021
To,
The District forest Officer,
Nainital Uttarakhand

Subject: Recognition of Sattal Lake Region as the “Sattal Conservation Reserve”

Dear Sir,

We would like to introduce ourselves as a group of concerned citizens who live around the Sattal lake
area, located in the lower range of the Himalayas, just 23 kilometres away from Nainital, at an altitude
of approximately 4,000 feet. We have been involved in regenerating and protecting the surrounding
regions from fire, poaching, tree felling, for a number of years. We are pained to see our forests
burning, being littered and destroyed and sincerely wish to offer our active participation in ensuring
this does not occur again. It further pains us to have learned that a proposal has been approved to
‘develop’ the Sattal area and promote it as a tourist spot by building structures, converting paths into
cemented roads, installing lights, etc.

Sattal is a cluster of mysteriously inter-connected seven freshwater lakes located in the Nainital
district of Uttarakhand, perched at an altitude of 1370 mts above sea level and offering many
splendours of nature and idyllic scenery. The group of seven lakes namely ‘Panna or Garud Tal’, ‘Nal-
Damyanti Tal’, ‘Purna Tal', ‘Sita Tal', ‘Ram Tal’, ‘Laxman Tal’, and ‘Sukha Tal or Khurdariya'is set
amidst dense forests of oak and pine trees, offering breath-taking beauty, accentuated by the
delightful atmosphere.

With most of its flora and fauna still intact, Sat Tal offers a unique and biodiverse ecosystem,
including 500 species of natural and migratory birds, some of which are:

Purple Sunbird

Fire-tailed Sunbird
Black-throated Sunbird
Green-tailed Sunbird

Crimson Sunbird
Rufous-chinned Laughingthrush
Spotted Laughingthrush
White-throated Laughingthrush
Streaked Laughingthrush

* Variegated Laughingthrush
Chestnut-crowned Laughingthrush
Rufous Sibia

Red-billed Leiothrix
Blue-winged Minla

Bluethroat

Red billed blue magpie
Himalayan Bluetail (Orange-flanked Bush-Robin)
Golden Bush-Robin

Slaty-blue Flycatcher

» Rufous-gorgeted Flycatcher
Chestnut-headed Tesia
Black-hooded Oriole

Maroon Oriole

Kalij Pheasant

Koklass Pheasant

Hill Partridge
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Rufous-throated Partridge

Slaty-headed Parakeet

Plum-headed Parakeet

Long-tailed Minivet

Scaly-breasted Cupwing (Scaly-breasted Wren-babbler)
Himalayan Black Bulbul

Ashy Bulbul

¢ Mountain Bulbul

» Indian/Chestnut-bellied

This is further enhanced by more than 525 varieties of butterflies that are to be seen in the region.

Sattal's forests are home to the King Cobra (Vulnerable), Himalayan Serow (Vulnerable), Indian
Pangolin (endangered) as well as the world largest moth called Atacus Atlas. Further, some of the
world’s critically endangered, endangered and vulnerable birds, find home in Sat Tal. Some of, such
birds include:-

Red-headed or King Vulture - Critically endangered
Egyptian Vulture - Endangered

Cheer Pheasant - Vulnerable

Grey-crowned Prinia - Vulnerable

Pallas's Fish-eagle - Vulnerable

e Cinereous Vulture - Near threatened
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These forests also host numerous trees of the family “Orchidaceae” like Foxtail Orchid
(endangered),which are rare or endangered. Also, trees from the species of the family Woodsiaceae
such as Wooddia Andersonii and Woodsia Cyaloba, which are believed to be near extinct or
extremely / highly endangered are also found here.

The banj oak-chir pine forests of Sattal, form part of the globally recognised Western Himalayan
temperate forest biome located in the Himalayan biodiversity hotspot.

Western Himalayan temperate forests have been attributed high conservation importance. This area
has been designated as an ‘Endemic Bird Area' due to the overlapping of ranges of eleven restricted-
range species.

There are, as of now, very few Protected Areas located in this forest type in Uttarakhand, and they
are small in size, being Benog Mountain Quail Wildlife Sanctuary, Naina Devi Conservation Reserve
and Binsar Wildlife Sanctuary.

35-45% of the bird species found in Sattal are forest specialists, that is, they cannot adapt to any
other habitat type such as gardens, orchards, pine forest or degraded forest.

Oak forests are shrinking rapidly in area due to climate change, extractive pressure, and need to be
given high level of protection.

We recognise the importance of the aforesaid factors and the bio-diverse nature of this region.
Accordingly, after gaining knowledge of the “development” proposal for Sattal lake through newspaper
reports, social media and local residents, we have been deeply concerned about its impact on the
biodiversity of Sattal region. A print out of a tweet from MLA Mr. Sanjeev Arya, informing the general
public about the proposed development is annexed herewith for your ready reference. Further, a
newspaper report and a photograph of a banner informing about and marking the inauguration /
“bhoomi poojan” for the development plan are also attached for your ready reference.

In order to gain further information about the said project, we have filed applications under the Right
to Information Act, 2005 with the concerned government departments, vis. .the Forest Department,
the Irrigation Department, the Housing and Urban Development Authority and the Kumaon Mandal
Vikas Nigam requesting information regarding these planned steps, as annexed with this letter.
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Unfortunately, despite successful delivery of the aforesaid RTI Applications, we have till date not
received any response.

Further, in order to educate the local residents, as well as the general public about the significance of
this region, the development plan and its direct impact on the bio — diversity of the region, we have
also launched a social media campaign “SAVE SATTAL” to gather support for giving Sattal a special
conservation status and prevent any activity that will damage the environment from taking place.
(www.savesattal.thereisnoearthb.com). A print out of the social media post of the campaign is
annexed herewith for your ready reference.We have also posted an online Petition on the platform
known as change.org to garner support for conservation of Sattal and its protection from concrete
development. So far, we have gathered about 17,000votes from people supporting the Petition and
the voting is continuing as on date. A copy / printout of the online Petition is annexed herewith for your
ready reference. We have also been mindful of the fact that several stakeholders of Sattal region,
may not have access to the internet or the ease of navigating websites or social media platforms on
the internet. For the convenience of such stakeholders, we have approached them directly and
personally and have discussed with them the urgent need for conservation of Sattal region, its lakes
and forests. We have received support in heartening numbers which is reflected in the physical
signatures / endorsements we have obtained from such stakeholders. A copy of the writeup / letter
presented to such stakeholders along with the signature sheet is also attached with this letter for your
ready reference.

We have also had the opportunity and honour of discussing about the conservation of Sattal with
various dignitaries who have been either visitors or residents of Sattal region and have also come in
support of urgent need to conserve and protect Sattal from construction in the name of “‘development”
and “beautification” which would eventually destroy its bio-diversity, natural beauty and will render it
as a yet another region of Uttarakhand stripped of its precious forests and tranquillity in the name of
tourism. The letters of endorsement / support received from such ecologists, namely Mr, Ramnarayan
and Ms. Ghazala Shahabuddin, are annexed hereto for your ready reference.

We strongly feel that coordinated planning and action between different stakeholders can lead to
good sustainable results. The active participation of local communities is not only necessary but is
also crucial to ensure environmental conservation. We therefore implore your good self to move
the forest and government machinery, to grant Sattal the status of a conservation reserve, so
that it can remain with wildlife, as nature truly intended.

We look forward to a positive response from your good self and a fruitful association with the Forest
Department on the above subject matter.

Thanking you,
With best regards

savesattal@gmail,com
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Copy to:

PCCF, Uttarakhand, Dehradun

PCCF, Van Panchayat, Uttarakhand

Irrigation Department, Dehradun

CMOQ, Uttarakhand

CCF, Nainital

CCF, Forest Training Academy, Haldwani, Uttarakhand

Annex 1

Tweet from local MLA,
Newspaper report,
Bhoomi Poojan poster / banner photo

Annex 2

RTI Applications - RTI to Forest Department, Irrigation Department, Uttarakhand Housing and
Urban Development Authority, KMVN

Annex 3.

Change. Org petition
Petition with signatures obtained physically

Annex 4

Letters of Support
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BY SPEED POST

To,

The Public Information Officer

The Office of Chief Conservator of Forest (Kumaon - Uttarakhand, Nainital)
Nainital, Uttarakhand

Subject: Application u/s 6(1) r/w proviso to section 7(1) of the Right to Information Act,
2005.

Dear Sir,

The applicant is a resident of Sattal Region in the District of Naintal, Uttarakhand and
a public spirited citizen actively involved in the conservation of forests and wildlife of the
region. Sattal literally stands for “seven lakes” vis. ‘Panna or Garud Tal’, ‘Nal-Damyanti Tal’,
‘Purna Tal’, ‘Sita Tal’, ‘Ram Tal’, ‘Laxman Tal’, and ‘Sukha Tal or Khurdariya’ which exist in

the region and are surrounded by dense forests.

The forests of Sattal region boast of a plethora of flora, wildlife, birds and are a
befitting example of biodiversity. There are over 500 species of birds, 525 variants of
butterflies that are found in these forests. The Red headed king vulture (critically
endangered), Cheer Pheasant (vulnerable), Cinereous Vulture (Near threatened), Grey
Crowned Prinia (vulnerable), Pallas’s Fish- Eagle (endangered),Himalayan Serow
(vulnerable), Foxtail Orchid (endangered), King Cobra (vulnerable), are just some of the
examples of the variety of birds and wildlife found in the region. Forests of Sattal also
consist of a wide variety of trees including the ones from the family of Orchidacae, which
are also rare or endangered. For your ready referénce, an indicative, non-exhaustive list of

the trees, wildlife, birds etc. found in the region is annexed with this Application.

Despite the unmistakable significance of the region in terms of biodiversity, over the
past few years, the forests of the region have been the target of man-made forest fires

which every year, claim the lives of a host of precious trees and saplings, animals, birds and
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also puts the residents of nearby areas at risk, blatant littering and disposal of plastic waste
and similar activities that have put the forests under serious threat and danger of

destruction.

Apart from the aforesaid rhalpractices by certain miscreants, it has also come to the
knowledge of the Applicant that the Government of Uttarakhand has planned to develop
the Sattal Lake area as a tourist destination comprising of shops, parking area, children’s
play area, viewing point, plantation etc. The project is being referred to as “Sattal Park”/
“Sukha Tal Recharging Zone and Tourist Destination Point” (“Project”) in the media and
recently a ceremony was held at Sukha Tal marking commencement of the Project. The
Applicant apprehends that such projects would endanger the biodiversity of the region and
will involve disturbance of the ecosystem of the area. A copy of a newspaper article and a

tweet by the local MLA is being enclosed.

The Applicant believes that owing to the aforesaid reasons, there is an urgent need
to actively protect and conserve the forests of Sattal region and its biodiversity. The
Applicant further believes that the forests of Sattal region ought to be notified as a
“Conservation Reserve” or under such other category as may be appropriate, which will
ensure proper supervision, management and conservation of the area. Accordingly, the
Applicant has taken upon himself to gather information about the region as well as other
already notified Conservation Reserves which will assist the Applicant in drawing up a
proposal in consultation with the local community and present the same to the relevant

authorities.

in this regard, the following information is desired u/s 6(1) r/w section 7(1) and
proviso to section 7(1) of the Right to Information Act, 2005. The information is desired
within 48 hours of the receipt of the request, as the said information desired concerns the
Right to Life/Liberty as unadulterated, pollution free nature and environment are an integral

part of the right to life as enshrined in the Constitution of India.

(a) Details of the proposed Sattal Park” / “Sukha Tal recharging Zone and Tourist

Destination Point”(“the Project”) to be developed around Sattal lake including but
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not limited to the proposal of the Project, file notings, the various clearances and
approvals obtained for the Project, resolutions, minutes of meetings and such other

documents / information regarding the Project.

{b) Block maps and Topo Sheets of the Sattal forests including, but not limited to,
Sattal Reserve Forest, Suriya Jhala, Suriyagaon, Nagari Gaon (Chak: Tirchakhet),
Dhupchaud, Bhagtyura, Patunia, Jones Estate, JantwalGaon etc.,, and notified
status of these areas, under the control of the Government of Uttarakhand, Forest

Department.

(c) Earmarking by metes and bounds / area in square kilometers, of the Sattal forest

under the control of the Government of Uttarakhand, Forest Depariment.

(d) File notings, resolutions, proposals, Government notifications etc. with respect to

notification of the areas of Nainadevi as a “Bird Conservation Reserve”.

(e) What are the qualifying factors for notifying a region / forest region as a

“Conservation Reserve”, “Bird Conservation Reserve” or a “Community Reserve”?

Postal order for Rs. 10/- no. 53F 076898 dated 06.04.2021, favouring the PIO, Office of Chief
Conservator of Forest (Kumaon) i.e. the Competent Authority (u/s 6 of the RTI Act, 2005), is

annexed hereto.

Thanking you.

Yours faithfully il
SATTAL CONSERVATION CLUB

Dated: 08.04.2021
Enclosure: As above

Copy to:
P10, Office of Chief Conservator of Forests, Biodiversity, Kumaon
P10, Office of Chief Conservator of Forests, Kumaon, Forest Training Academy

P10, Office of Chief Conservator of Forests/ Chairman, Biodiversity Board, Uttarakhand
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BY SPEED POST

To,

The Public Information Officer

The Office of Chief Conservator of Forests
Biodiversity, (Kumaon - Uttarakhand, Nainital)
Nainital, Uttarakhand

Subject: Application u/s 6(1) r/w proviso to section 7(1) of the Right to Information Act
2005.

Dear Sir,

The applicant is a resident of Sattal Region in the District of Naintal, Uttarakhand and
a public spirited citizen actively involved in the conservation of forests and wildlife of the
region. Sattal literally stands for “seven lakes” vis. ‘Panna or Garud Tal’, ‘Nal-Damyanti Tal’,
‘Purna Tal’, ‘Sita Tal’, ‘Ram Tal’, ‘Laxman Tal’, and ‘Sukha Tal or Khurdariya’ which exist in

the region and are surrounded by dense forests.

The forests of Sattal region boast of a plethora of flora, wildlife, birds and are a
befitting example of biodiversity. There are over 500 species of birds, 525 variants of
butterflies that are found in these forests. The Red headed king vulture (critically
endangered), Cheer Pheasant (vulnerable), Cinereous Vulture (Near threatened), Grey
Crowned Prinia (vulnerable), Pallas’s Fish- Eagle (endangered), Himalayan Serow
(vulnerable), Foxtail Orchid (endangered), King Cobra (vulnerable), are just some of the
examples of the variety of birds and wildlife found in the region. Forests of Sattal also
consist of a wide variety of trees including the ones from the family of Orchidacae which are
also rare or endangered. For your ready reference, an indicative, non-exhaustive list of the

trees, wildlife, birds etc. found in the region is annexed with this Application.

Despite the unmistakable significance of the region in terms of biodiversity, over the
past few years, the forests of the region have been the target of man-made forest fires

which every year, claim the lives of a host of precious trees and saplings, animals, birds and



5’% 24

also puts the residents of nearby areas at risk, blatant littering and disposal of plastic waste
and similar activities that have put the forests under serious threat and danger of

destruction.

Apart from the aforesaid malpractices by certain miscreants, it has also come to the
knowledge of the Applicant that the Government of Uttarakhand has planned to develop
the Sattal Lake area as a tourist destination comprising of shops, parking area, children’s
play area, viewing point, plantation etc. The project is being referred to as “Sattal Park” /
“Sukha Tal Recharging Zone and Tourist Destination Point” (“Project”) in the media and
recently a ceremony was held at Sukha Tal marking commencement of the Project. The
Applicant apprehends that such projects would endanger the biodiversity of the region and
will involve disturbance of the ecosystem of the area. A copy of a newspaper article and a

tweet by the local MLA is being enclosed.

The Applicant believes that owing to the aforesaid reasons, there is an urgent need
to actively protect and conserve the forests of Sattal region and its biodiversity. The
Applicant further believes that the forests of Sattal region ought to be notified as a
“Conservat.ion Reserve” or under such other category as may be appropriate, which will
ensure proper supervision, management and conservation of the area. Accordingly, the
Applicant has taken upon himself to gather information about the region as well as other
already notified Conservation Reserves which will assist the Applicant in drawing up a
proposal in consultation with the local community and present the same to the relevant

authorities.

In this regard, the following information is desired u/s 6(1) r/w section 7(1) and
proviso to section 7(1) of the Right to Information Act, 2005. The information is desired
within 48 hours of the receipt of the request, as the said information desired concerns the
Right to Life/Liberty as unadulterated, pollution free nature and environment are an integral

part of the right to life as enshrined in the Constitution of India.

(a) Details of the proposed Sattal Park” / “Sukha Tal recharging Zone and Tourist

Destination Point”(“the Project”) to be developed around Sattal lake including
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but not limited to the proposal of the Project, file notings, the various
clearances and approvals obtained for the Project, resolutions, minutes of

meetings and such other documents / information regarding the Project.

{(b) Block maps and Topo Sheets of the Sattal forests including, but not limited to,
Sattal Reserve Forest, Suriya Jhala, Suriyagaon, Nagari Gaon (Chak:
Tirchakhet), Dhupchaud, Bhagtyura, Patunia, Jones Estate, Jantwal Gaon etc.,
and notified status of these areas, under the control of the Government of

Uttarakhand, Forest Department.

{c) Earmarking by metes and bounds / area in square kilometers, of the Sattal
forest under the control of the Government of Uttarakhand, Forest

Department.

(d) File notings, resolutions, proposals, Government notifications etc. with respect

to notification of the areas of Nainadevi as a “Bird Conservation Reserve”.

{e) What are the qualifying factors for notifying a region/ forest region as a
“Conservation Reserve”, “Bird Conservation Reserve” or a “Community

Reserve”?

Postal order for Rs. 10/- no. 53F 076899 dated 06.04.2021, favouring the P10, Office of Chief
Conservator of Forests Biodiversity, (Kumaon) i.e. the Competent Authority (u/s 6 of the RTI

Act, 2005), is annexed hereto.

Thanking you.

Yours faithfully '
SATTAL CONSERVATION CLUB

Dated: 08.04.2021

Enclosure: As above

Copy to:
P10, Office of Chief Conservator of Forests, Kumaon, Nainital
P10, Office of Chief Conservator of Forests, Kumaon, Forest Training Academy, Haldwani

P10, Office of Chief Conservator of Forests/ Chairman, Biodiversity Board, Uttarakhand
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BY SPEED POST

To,

The Public Information Officer

The Office of Chief Conservator of Forest (Kumaon - Uttarakhand, Nainital)
Forest Training Academy

Haldwani, Distt. Nainital, Uttarakhand

Subject: Application u/s 6{1) r/w proviso to section 7(1) of the Right to Information Act,
2005.

Dear Sir,

The applicant is a resident of Sattal Region in the District of Naintal, Uttarakhand and
a public spirited citizen actively involved in the conservation of forests and wildlife of the
region. Sattal literally stands for “seven lakes” vis. ‘Panna or Garud Tal’, ‘Nal-Damyanti Tal’,
‘Purna Tal’, ‘Sita Tal’, ‘Ram Tal’, ‘Laxman Tal’, and ’Sukha Tal or Khurdariya’ which exist in

the region and are surrounded by dense forests.

The forests of Sattal region boast of a plethora of flora, wildlife, birds and are a
befitting example of biodiversity. There are over 500 species of birds, 525 variants of
butterflies that are found in these forests. The Red headed king vulture (critically
endangered), Cheer Pheasant (vulnerable), Cinereous Vulture (Near threatened), Grey
Crowned Prinia (vulnerable), Pallas’s Fish- Eagle (endangered), Himalayan Serow
(vulnerable), Foxtail Orchid (endangered), King Cobra (vulnerable), are just some of the
examples of the variety of birds and wildlife found in the region. Forests of Sattal also
conéist of a wide variety of trees including the ones from the family of Orchidacae which are
also rare or endangered. For your ready reference, an indicative, non-exhaustive list of the

trees, wildlife, birds etc. found in the region is annexed with this Application.

Despite the unmistakable significance of the region in terms of biodiversity, over the
past few years, the forests of the region have been the target of man-made forest fires

which every year, claim the lives of a host of precious trees and saplings, animals, birds and
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also puts the residents of nearby areas at risk, blatant littering and disposal of plastic waste
and similar activities that have put the forests under serious threat and danger of

destruction.

Apart from the aforesaid malpractices by certain miscreants, it has also come to the
knowledge of the Applicant that the Government of Uttarakhand has planned to develop
the Sattal Lake area as a tourist destination comprising of shops, parking area, children’s
- play area, viewing point, plantafion etc. The project is being referred to as “Sattal Park” /
“Sukha Tal Recharging Zone and Tourist Destination Point” (“Project”) in the media and
recently a ceremony was held at Sukha Tal marking commencement of the Project. The
Applicant apprehends that such projects would endanger the biodiversity of the region and
will involve disturbance of the ecosystem of the area. A copy of a newspaper article and a

tweet by the local MLA is being enclosed.

The Applicant believes that owing to the aforesaid reasons, there is an urgent need
to actively protect and conserve the forests of Sattal region and its biodiversity. The
Applicant further believes that the forests of Sattal region ought to be notified as a
“Conservation Reserve” or under such other category as may be appropriate, which will
ensure proper supervision, management and conservation of the area. Accordingly, the
Applicant has taken upon himself to gather information about the region as well as other
already notified Conservation Reserves which will assist the Applicant in drawing up a
proposal in consultation with the local community and present the same to the relevant

authorities.

In this regard, the following information is desired u/s 6(1) r/w section 7(1) and
proviso to section 7(1) of the Right to Information Act, 2005. The information is desired
within 48 hours of the receipt of the request, as the said information desired concerns the
Right to Life/Liberty as unadulterated, pollution free nature and environment are an integral

part of the right to life as enshrined in the Constitution of India.

(a) Details of the proposed Sattal Park” / “Sukha Tal recharging Zone and Tourist

Destination Point”(“the Project”) to be developed around Sattal lake including but
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not limited to the proposal of the Project, file notings, the various clearances and

approvals obtained for the Project, resolutions, minutes of meetings and such other

documents / information regarding the Project.

(b} Block maps and Topo Sheets of the Sattal forests including, but not limited to,
Sattal Reserve Forest, Suriya Jhala, Suriyagaon, Nagari Gaon (Chak: Tirchakhet),
Dhupchaud, Bhagtyura, Patunia, Jones Estate, Jantwal Gaon etc., and notified
status of these areas, under the control of the Government of Uttarakhand, Forest

Department.

(c) Earmarking by metes and bounds / area in square kilometers, of the Sattal forest

under the control of the Government of Uttarakhand, Forest Department.

{d) File notings, resolutions, proposals, Government notifications etc. with respect to

notification of the areas of Nainadevi as a “Bird Conservation Reserve”.

{e) What are the qualifying factors for notifying a region/ forest region as a

“Conservation Reserve”, “Bird Conservation Reserve” or a “Community Reserve”?

Postal order for Rs. 10/- no. 53F 076900 dated 06.04.2021, favouring the P10, Office of Chief
Conservator of Forest (Kumaon) i.e. the Competent Authority (u/s 6 of the RTI Act, 2005), is

annexed hereto.

Thanking you.

Yours faithfully
SATTAL CONSERVATION CLUB

Dated: 08.04.2021

Enclosure: As above

Copy to:
P10, Office of Chief Conservator of Forests, Biodiversity, Kumaon
P10, Office of Chief Conservator of Forests, Kumaon, Nainital

PIO, Office of Chief Conservator of Forests/ Chairman, Biodiversity Board, Uttarakhand
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BY SPEED POST

To,

The Public Information Officer

The Office of Chief Conservator of Forest
Chairman, State Biodiversity Board
Dehradun, Uttarakhand

Subject: Application u/s 6(1) r/w proviso to section 7(1) of the Right to Information Act,
2005.

Dear Sir,

The applicant is a resident of Sattal Region in the District of Naintal, Uttarakhand and
a public spirited citizen actively involved in the conservation of forests and wildlife of the
region. Sattal literally stands for “seven lakes” vis. ‘Panna or Garud Tal’, ‘Nal-Damyanti Tal’,
‘Purna Tal’, ‘Sita Tal’, ‘Ram Tal’, ‘Laxman Tal’, and ‘Sukha Tal or Khurdariya’ which exist in

the region and are surrounded by dense forests.

The forests of Sattal region boast of a plethora of flora, wildlife, birds and are a
befitting example of biodiversity. There are over 500 species of birds, 525 variants of
butterflies that are found in these forests. The Red headed king vulture (critically
endangered), Cheer Pheasant (vulnerable), Cinereous Vulture (Near threatened), Grey
Crowned Prinia (vulnerable), Pallas’s Fish- Eagle (endangered), Himalayan Serow
(vulnerable), Foxtail Orchid (endangered), King Cobra (vulnerable), are just some of the
examples of the variety of birds and wildlife found in the region. Forests of Sattal also
consist of a wide variety of trees including the ones from the family of Orchidacae which are
also rare of endangered. For your ready reference, an indicative, non-exhaustive list of the

trees, wildlife, birds etc. found in the region is annexed with this Application.

Despite the unmistakable significance of the region in terms of biodiversity, over the
past few years, the forests of the region have been the target of man-made forest fires

which every year, claim the lives of a host of precious trees and saplings, animals, birds and
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also puts the residents of nearby areas at risk, blatant littering and disposal of plastic waste
and similar activities that have put the forests under serious threat and danger of

destruction,

Apart from the aforesaid malpractices by certain miscreants, it has also come to the
knowledge of the Applicant that the Government of Uttarakhand has planned to develop
the Sattal Lake area as a tourist destination comprising of shops, parking area, children’s
play area, viewing point, plantation etc. The project is being referred to as “Sattal Park” /
“Sukha Tal Recharging Zone and Tourist Destination Point” (“Project”) in the media and
recently a ceremony was held at Sukha Tal marking commencement of the Project. The
Applicant apprehends that such projects would endanger the biodiversity of the region and
will involve disturbance of the ecosystem of the area. A copy of a newspaper article and a

tweet by the local MLA is being enclosed.

The Applicant believes that owing to the aforesaid reasons, there is an urgent need
to actively protect and conserve the forests of Sattal region and its biodiversity. The
Applicant further believes that the forests of Sattal region ought to be notified as a
“Conservation Reserve” or under such other category as may be appropriate, which will
ensure proper supervision, management and conservation of the area. Accordingly, the
Applicant has taken upon himself to gather information about the region as well as other
already notified Conservation Reserves which will assist the Applicant in drawing up a
proposal in consultation with the local community and present the same to the relevant

authorities.

In this regard, the following information is desired u/s 6(1) r/w section 7(1) and
proviso to section 7(1) of the Right to Information Act, 2005. The information is desired
within 48 hours of the receipt of the request, as the said information desired concerns the
Right to Life/Liberty as unadulterated, pollution free nature and environment are an integral

part of the right to life as enshrined in the Constitution of India.

fa) Details of the proposed Sattal Park” / “Sukha Tal recharging Zone and Tourist

Destination Point”(“the Project”) to be developed around Sattal lake including but
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not limited to the proposal of the Project, file notings, the various clearances and
approvals obtained for the Project, resolutions, minutes of meetings and such other

documents / information regarding the Project.

(b) Block maps and Topo Sheets of the Sattal forests including, but not limited to,
Sattal Reserve Forest, Suriya Jhala, Suriyagaon, Nagari Gaon (Chak: Tirchakhet),
Dhupchaud, Bhagtyura, Patunia, Jones Estate, Jantwal Gaon etc., and notified

status of these areas, under the control of the Government of Uttarakhand, Forest

Department.

(c] Earmarking by metes and bounds/ area in square kilometers, of the Sattal forest

under the control of the Government of Uttarakhand, Forest Department.

(d) File notings, resolutions, proposals, Government notifications etc. with respect to

notification of the areas of Nainadevi as a “Bird Conservation Reserve”,

(e) What are the qualifying factors for notifying a region/ forest region as a

“Conservation Reserve”, “Bird Conservation Reserve” or a “Community Reserve”?

Postal order for Rs. 10/- no. 53F 076901 dated 07.04.2021, favouring the PIO, Office of Chief
Conservator of Forest Chairman, State Biodiversity Board Dehradun i.e. the Competent

Authority (u/s 6 of the RTI Act, 2005), is annexed hereto.

Thanking you.

Yours faithfully
SATTAL CONSERVATION CLUB

Dated: 08.04.2021

Enclosure: As above

Copy to:
P10, Office of Chief Conservator of Forests, Kumaon, Nainital
PIO, Office of Chief Conservator of Forests, Biodiversity, Kumaon

PIO, Office of Chief Conservator of Forests, Kumaon, Forest Training, Nainital, Haldwani
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BY SPEED POST

To,

The Public Information Officer
Irrigation Department
Nainital

Subject: Application u/s 6(1) r/w proviso to section 7(1) of the Right to Information Act,
2005,

Dear Sir,

The applicant is a resident of Sattal Region in the District of Naintal, Uttarakhand and
a public spirited citizen actively involved in the conservation of forests and wildlife of the
region. Sattal literally stands for “seven lakes” vis. ‘Panna or Garud Tal’, ‘Nal-Damyanti Tal’,
‘Purna Tal’, ‘Sita Tal’, ‘Ram Tal’, ‘Laxman Tal’, and ‘Sukha Tal or Khurdariya” which exist in

the region and are surrounded by dense forests.

The forests of Sattal region boast of a plethora of flora, wildlife, birds and are a
befitting example of biodiversity. There are over 500 species of birds, 525 variants of
butterflies that are found in these forests. The Red headed king vulture (critically
endangered), Cheer Pheasant (vulnerable), Cinereous Vulture (Near threatened), Grey
Crowned Prinia (vulnerable), Pallas’s Fish- Eagle (endangered), Himalayan Serow
(vulnerable), Foxtail Orchid (endangered), King Cobra (vulnerable), are just some of the
examples of the variety of birds and wildlife found in the region. Forests of Sattal also
consist of a wide variety of trees including the ones from the family of Orchidacae which are
also rare or endangered. For your ready reference, an indicative, non-exhaustive list of the

trees, wildlife, birds etc. found in the region is annexed with this Application.

Despite the unmistakable significance of the region in terms of biodiversity, over the
past few years, the forests of the region have been the target of man-made forest fires
which every year, claim the lives of a host of precious trees and saplings, animals, birds and

also puts the residents of nearby areas at risk, blatant littering and disposal of plastic waste



He 2+

and similar activities that have put the forests under serious threat and danger of

destruction.

Apart from the aforesaid malpractices by certain miscreants, it has also come to the
knowledge of the Applicant that the Government of Uttarakhand has planned to develop
the Sattal Lake area as a tourist destination comprising of shops, parking area, children’s
play area, viewing point, plantation etc. The project is being referred to as “Sattal Park” /
“Sukha Tal Recharging Zone and Tourist Destination Point” (“Project”) in the media and
recently a ceremony was held at Sukha Tal marking commencement of the Project. The
Applicant apprehends that such projects would endanger the biodiversity of the region and
will involve disturbance of the ecosystem of the area. A copy of a newspaper article and a

tweet by the local MLA is being enclosed.

The Applicant believes that owing to the aforesaid reasons, there is an urgent need
to actively protect and conserve the forests of Sattal region and its biodiversity. Accordingly,
the Applicant has taken upon himself to gather information about the region as well as
other already notified Conservation Reserves which will assist the Applicant in drawing up a
proposal in consultation with the local community and present the same to the relevant

authorities.

In this regard, the following information is desired u/s 6(1) r/w section 7(1) and
proviso to section 7(1) of the Right to Information Act, 2005. The information is desired
within 48 hours of the receipt of the request, as the said information desired concerns the
Right to Life/Liberty as unadulterated, pollution free nature and environment are an integral

- part of the right to life as enshrined in the Constitution of India.

(a) Details of the proposed Sattal Park” / “Sukha Tal Recharging Zone and Tourist
Destination Point” (“the Project”) to be developéd around Sattal lake including but
not limited to the proposal of the Project, file notings, various clearances, sanctions
and approvals obtained for the Project, resolutions, minutes of meetings and such

other documents / information regarding the Project.
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(b) Any Departmental plan/ policy/ project w.r.t. restoring water bodies in Nainital
region, namely Naini Lake, Bhimtal, Sattal, Naukuchiyatal etc., including all file
notings, various clearances, sanctions and approvals obtained for the Project,
resolutions, minutes of meetings and such other documents / information

regarding the Project.

Postal order for Rs. 10/- no. 53F 076902 dated 07.04.2021, favouring the PIO, Irrigation
Department, Nainital i.e. the Competent Authority (u/s 6 of the RTI Act, 2005), is annexed

hereto.
Thanking you.

Yours faithfully
SATTAL CONSERVATION CLUB

Dated: 08.04.2021
Enclosure: As above

Copy to:

P10, Executive Engineer, Uttarakhand Irrigation Department, Dehradun
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BY SPEED POST

To,

The Public Information Officer
Executive Engineer,

Uttakhand Irrigation Department
Dehradun

Subject: Application u/s 6(1) r/w proviso to section 7(1) of the Right to Information Act,
2005.

Dear Sir,

The applicant is a resident of Sattal Region in the District of Naintal, Uttarakhand and
a public spirited citizen actively involved in the conservation of forests and wildlife of the
region. Sattal literally stands for “seven lakes” vis. ‘Panna or Garud Tal’, ‘Nal-Damyanti Tal’,
‘Purna Tal‘, ‘Sita Tal’, ‘Ram Tal’, ‘Laxman Tal’, and ‘Sukha Tal or Khurdariya” which exist in

the region and are surrounded by dense forests.

The forests of Sattal region boast of a plethora of flora, wildlife, birds and are a
befitting example of biodiversity. There are over 500 species of birds, 525 variants of
butterflies that are found in these forests. The Red headed king wvulture (critically
endangered), Cheer Pheasant (vulnerable), Cinereous Vulture (Near threatened), Grey
Crowned Prinia (vulnerable), Pallas’s Fish- Eagle (endangered), Himalayan Serow
(vulnerable), Foxtail Orchid (endangered), King Cobra (vulnerable), are just some of the
examples of the variety of birds and wildlife found in the region. Forests of Sattal also
consist of a wide variety of trees including the ones from the family of Orchidacae which are
also rare or endangered. For your ready reference, an indicative, non-exhaustive list of the

trees, wildlife, birds etc. found in the region is annexed with this Application,

Despite the unmistakable significance of the region in terms of biodiversity, over the
past few years, the forests of the region have been the target of man-made forest fires

which every year, claim the lives of a host of precious trees and saplings, animals, birds and
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also puts the residents of nearby areas at risk, blatant littering and disposal of plastic waste
and similar activities that have put the forests under serious threat and danger of

destruction.

Apart from the aforesaid malpractices by certain miscreants, it has also come to the
knowledge of the Applicant that the Government of Uttarakhand has planned to develop
the Sattal Lake area as a tourist destination comprising of shops, parking area, children’s
play area, viewing point, plantation etc, The project is being referred to as “Sattal Park” /
“Sukha Tal Recharging Zone and Tourist Destination Point” (“Project”) in the media and
recently a ceremony was held at Sukha Tal marking commencement of the Project. The
Applicant apprehends that such projects would endanger the biodiversity of the region and
will involve disturbance of the ecosystem of the area. A copy of a newspaper article and a

tweet by the local MLA is being enclosed.

The Applicant believes that owing to the aforesaid reasons, there is an urgent need
to actively protect and conserve the forests of Sattal region and its biodiversity. Accordingly
the Applicant has taken upon himself to gather information about the region as well as
other aIrea.dy notified Conservation Reserves which will assist the Applicant in drawing up a

proposal in consultation with the local community and present the same to the relevant

authorities.

In this regard, the following information is desired u/s 6(1) r/w section 7(1) and
proviso to section 7(1) of the Right to Information Act, 2005. The information is desired
within 48 hours of the receipt of the request, as the said information desired concerns the
Right to Life/Liberty as unadulterated, pollution free nature and environment are an integral

part of the right to life as enshrined in the Constitution of India.

(a) Details of the proposed Sattal Park” / “Sukha Tal Recharging Zone and Tourist
Destination Point” (“the Project”) to be developed around Sattal lake includin g but
not limited to the proposal of the Project, file notings, various clearances, sanctions
and approvals obtained for the Project, resolutions, minutes of meetings and such

other documents / information regarding the Project.
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(b) Any Departmental plan/ policy/ project w.r.t. restoring water bodies in Nainital
region, namely Naini Lake, Bhimtal, Sattal, Naukuchiyatal etc., including all file
notings, various clearances, sanctions and approvals obtained for the Project,

resolutions, minutes of meetings and such other documents / information

regarding the Project.

Postal order for Rs. 10/- no. 53F 076903 dated 07.04.2021, favouring the PIO, Executive
Engineer, Uttakhand Irrigation Department Dehradun i.e. the Competent Authority (u/s 6 of
the RTI Act, 2005), is annexed hereto.

Thanking you.

Yours faithfully
SATTAL CONSERVATION CLUB

Dated: 08.04.2021
Enclosure: As above

Copy to:

PIO, Irrigation Department, Nainital
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BY SPEED POST

To,

Public Information Officer
Lake Development Authority
Nainital

Subject: Application u/s 6(1) r/w proviso to section 7(1) of the Right to Information Act,
2005.

Dear Sir,

The applicant is a resident of Sattal Region in the District of Naintal, Uttarakhand and
a public spirited citizen actively involved in the conservation of forests and wildlife of the
region. Sattal literally stands for “seven lakes” vis. ‘Panna or Garud Tal’, ‘Nal-Damyanti Tal’,
‘Purna Tal’, ‘Sita Tal’, ‘Ram Tal’, ‘Laxman Tal’, and ‘Sukha Tal or Khurdariya’ which exist in

the region and are surrounded by dense forests.

The forests of Sattal region boast of a plethora of flora, wildlife, birds and are a
befitting example of biodiversity. There are over 500-species of birds, 525 variants of
butterflies that are found in these forests. The Red headed king vulture (critically
endangered), Cheer Pheasant (vulnerable), Cinereous Vulture (Near threatened), Grey
Crowned Prinia (vulnerable), Pallas’s Fish- Eagle (endangered), Himalayan Serow
(vulnerable), Foxtail Orchid (endangered), King Cobra (vulnerable), are just some of the
examples of the variety of birds and wildlife found in the region. Forests of Sattal also
consist of a wide variety of trees including the ones from the family of Orchidacae which are
also rare or endangered. For your ready reference, an indicative, non-exhaustive list of the

trees, wildlife, birds etc. found in the region is annexed with this Application.

Despite the unmistakable significance of the region in terms of biodiversity, over the
past few years, the forests of the region have been the target of man-made forest fires
which every year, claim the lives of a host of precious trees and saplings, animals, birds and

also puts the residents of nearby areas at risk, blatant littering and disposal of plastic waste
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and similar activities that have put the forests under serious threat and danger of

destruction.

Apart from the aforesaid malpractices by certain miscreants, it has also come to the
knowledge of the Applicant that the Government of Uttarakhand has planned to develop
the Sattal Lake area as a tourist destination comprising of shops, parking area, children’s
play area, viewing point, plantation etc. The project is being referred to as “Sattal Park” /
“Sukha Tal Recharging Zone and Tourist Destination Point” (“Project”) in the media and
recently a ceremony was held at Sukha Tal marking commencement of the Project. The
Applicant apprehends that such projects would endangei’ the biodiversity of the region and
will involve disturbance of the ecosystem of the area. A copy of a newspaper article and a

tweet by the local MLA is being enclosed.

The Applicant believes that owing to the aforesaid reasons, there is an urgent need
to actively protect and conserve the forests and lakes of Sattal region and their biodiversity.
Accordingly, the Applicant has taken upon himself to gather information about the region
which will assist the Applicant in drawing up a proposal for conservation in consultation with

the local community and present the same to the relevant authorities.

In this regard, the following information is desired u/s 6(1) r/w section 7(1) and
proviso to section 7(1) of the Right to Information Act, 2005. The information is desired
within 48 hours of the receipt of the request, as the said information desired concerns the
Right to Life/Liberty as unadulterated, pollution free nature and environment are an integral

part of the right to life as enshrined in the Constitution of India.

(a) Details of the proposed Sattal Park” / “Sukha Tal recharging Zone and Tourist
Destination Point”(“the Project”) to be developed around Sattal lake including but not
limited to the proposal of the Prbject, file notings, the various clearances, sanctions and
approvals obtained for the Project, resolutions, minutes of meetings and such other

documents / information regarding the Project.
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Postal order for Rs. 10/- no. 53F 076904 dated 07.04.2021, favouring the PIO, Lake
Development Authority Nainital i.e. the Competent Authority (u/s 6 of the RTI Act, 2005), is

annexed hereto.

Thanking you.

Yours faithfully
SATTAL CONSERVATION CLUB

Dated: 08.04.2021
Enclosure; As above

Copy to:

Public Information Officer, Uttarakhand Housing and Urban Development Authority,
Uttarakhand, Dehradun
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BY SPEED POST

To,

Public Information Officer

Uttarakhand Housing and Urban Development Authority
Uttarakhand

Dehradun

Subject: Application u/s 6(1) r/w proviso to section 7(1) of the Right to Information Act,
2005.

Dear Sir,

The applicant is a resident of Sattal Region in the District of Naintal, Uttarakhand and
a public spirited citizen actively involved in the conservation of forests and wildlife of the
region. Sattal literally stands for “seven lakes” vis. ‘Panna or Garud Tal’, ‘Nal-Damyanti Tal’,
‘Purna Tal’, ‘Sita Tal’, ‘Ram Tal’, ‘Laxman Tal’, and ‘Sukha Tal or Khurdariya’ which exist in

the region and are surrounded by dense forests.

The forests of Sattal region boast of a plethora of flora, wildlife, birds and are a
befitting example of biodiversity. There are over 500 species of birds, 525 variants of
butterflies that are found in these forests. The Red headed king wvulture (critically
endangered), Cheer Pheasant (vulnerable), Cinereous Vulture (Near threatened), Grey
Crowned Prinia (vulnerable), Pallas's Fish- Eagle (endangered), Himalayan Serow
(vulnerable), Foxtail Orchid (endangered), King Cobra (vulnerable), are just some of the
examples of the variety of birds and wildlife found in the region. Forests of Sattal also
consist of a wide variety of trees including the ones from the family of Orchidacae which are
also rare or endangered. For your ready reference, an indicative, non-exhaustive list of the

trees, wildlife, birds etc. found in the region is annexed with this Application.

Despite the unmistakable significance of the region in terms of biodiversity, over the
past few years, the forests of the region have been the target of man-made forest fires

which every year, claim the lives of a host of precious trees and saplings, animals, birds and
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also puts the residents of nearby areas at risk, blatant littering and disposal of plastic waste
and similar activities that have put the forests under serious threat and danger of

destruction.

Apart from the aforesaid malpractices by certain miscreants, it has also come to the
knowledge of the Applicant that the Government of Uttarakhand has planned to develop
the Sattal Lake area as a tourist destination comprising of shops, parking area, children’s
play area, viewing point, plantation etc. The project is being referred to as “Sattal Park” /
“Sukha Tal Recharging Zone and Tourist Destination Point” (“Project”) in the media and
recently a ceremony was held at Sukha Tal marking commencement of the Project. The
Applicant apprehends that such projects would endanger the biodiversity of the region and
will involve disturbance of the ecosystem of the area. A copy of a newspaper article and a

tweet by the local MLA is being enclosed.

The Applicant believes that owing to the aforesaid reasons, there is an urgent need
to actively protect and conserve the forests and lakes of Sattal region and their biodiversity.
Accordingly, the Applicant has taken upon himself to gather information about the region
which will assist the Applicant in drawing up a proposal for conservation in consultation with

the local community and present the same to the relevant authorities.

In this regard, the following information is desired u/s 6(1) r/w section 7(1) and
proviso to section 7(1) of the Right to Information Act, 2005. The information is desired
within 48 hours of the receipt of the request, as the said information desired concerns the
Right to Life/Liberty as unadulterated, pollution free nature and environment are an integral

part of the right to life as enshrined in the Constitution of India.

(a) Details of the proposed Sattal Park” / “Sukha Tal recharging Zone and Tourist
Destination Point”(“the Project”) to be developed around Sattal lake including but not
limited to the proposal of the Project, file notings, the various clearances, sanctions and
approvals obtained for the Project, resolutions, minutes of meetings and such other

documents / information regarding the Project.
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Postal order for Rs. 10/- no. 53F 076905 dated 07.04.2021, favouring the P10, Uttarakhand
Housing and Urban Development Authority Uttarakhand i.e. the Competent Authority (u/s 6
of the RTI Act, 2005), is annexed hereto.

Thanking you.

Yours faithfully
SATTAL CONSERVATION CLUB

Dated: 08.04.2021
Enclosure: As above

Copy to:

Public Information Officer, Uttarakhand Housing and Urban Development Authority,
Uttarakhand, Dehradun
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BY SPEED POST

To,

The Public Information Officer
KumaonMandalVikas Nigam
Nainital

Subject: Application u/s 6(1) r/w proviso to section 7(1) of the Right to Information Act,
2005.

Dear Sir,

The applicant is a resident of Sattal Region in the District of Naintal, Uttarakhand and
a public spirited citizen actively involved in the conservation of forests and wildlife of the
region. Sattal literally stands for “seven lakes” vis. ‘Panna or Garud Tal’, ‘Nal-Damyanti Tal’,
‘Purna Tal’, ‘Sita Tal’, ‘Ram Tal’, ‘Laxman Tal’, and ‘Sukha Tal-or Khurdariya” which exist in

the region and are surrounded by dense forests.

The forests of Sattal region boast of a plethora of flora, wildlife, birds and are a
befitting example of biodiversity. There are over 500 species of birds, 525 variants of
butterflies that are found in these forests. The Red headed king vulture (critically
endangered), Cheer Pheasant (vulnerable), Cinereous Vulture (Near threatened), Grey
Crowned Prinia (vulnerable), Pallas’s Fish- Eagle (endangered)Himalayan Serow
(vulnerable), Foxtail Orchid (endangered), King Cobra (vulnerable), are just some of the
examples of the variety of birds and wildlife found in the region. Forests of Sattal also
consist of a wide variety of trees including the ones from the family of Orchidacae, which
are also rare or endangered. For your ready reference, an indicative, non-exhaustive list of

the trees, wildlife, birds etc. found in the region is annexed with this Application.

Despite the unmistakable significance of the region in terms of biodiversity, over the
past few years, the forests of the region have been the target of man-made forest fires

which every year, claim the lives of a host of precious trees and saplings, animals, birds and
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also puts the residents of nearby areas at risk, blatant littering and disposal of plastic waste
and similar activities that have put the forests under serious threat and danger of

destruction.

Apart from the aforesaid malpractices by certain miscreants, it has also come to the
knowledge of the Applicant that the Government of Uttarakhand has planned to develop
the Sattal Lake area as a tourist destination comprising of shops, parking area, children’s
play area, viewing point, plantation etc. The project is being referred to as “Sattal Park”/
“Sukha Tal Recharging Zone and Tourist Destination Point” {“Project”)in the media and
recently a ceremony was held at Sukha Tal marking commencement of the Project. The
Applicant apprehends that such projects would endanger the biodiversity of the region and
will involve disturbance of the ecosystem of the area. A copy of a newspaper article and a

tweet by the local MLA is being enclosed.

The Applicant believes that owing to the aforesaid reasons, there is an urgent need
to actively protect and conserve the forests of Sattal region and its biodiversity. The
Applicant further believes that the forests of Sattal region ought to be notified as a
“Conservation Reserve” or under such other category as may be appropriate, which will
ensure proper supervision, management and conservation of the area. Accordingly, the
Applicant has taken upon himself to gather information about the region as well as other
already notified Conservation Reserves which will assist the Applicant in drawing up a
proposal in consultation with the local community and present the same to the relevant

authorities.

In this regard, the following information is desired u/s 6(1) r/w section 7(1) and
proviso to section 7(1) of the Right to Information Act, 2005. The information is desired
within 48 hours of the receipt of the request, as the said information desired concerns the
Right to Life/Liberty as unadulterated, pollution free nature and environment are an integral

part of the right to life as enshrined in the Constitution of India.

(a) Details of the proposed “Sattal Park” / “Sukha Tal recharging Zone and Tourist

Destination Point”(“the Project”) to be developed around Sattal lake including but
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not limited to the proposal/ allotment of the Project, file notings, the various
clearances and approvals obtained for the Project, resolutions, minutes of

meetings and such other documents / information regarding the Project.

(b) What are the Environmental clearances, pertaining to the said Project, including
the Environmental Impact Assessment of the said proposed Projecton the Sattal

Forests?

(c) Earmarking by metes and bounds/ area in square kilometers, of the said proposed

Project.

Postal order for Rs. 10/- no.dated22.04.2021, favouring the P10, KumaonMandalVikas
Nigam i.e. the Competent Authority (u/s 6 of the RTI Act, 2005), is annexed hereto.

Thanking you,

Yours faithfully
SATTAL CONSERVATION CLUB

Dated: 22.04.2021

Enclosure: As above



Declare the Sattal forests a
conservation reserve

17,620 have signed. Let’s get to 25,000!

Ankit Suri signed 33 minutes ago

Paras Gosian signed 7 hours ago

Aagnay Budhraja started this petition to CMO,
Uttarakhand (Chief Minister’s Office) and 10 |
others - ANNEX-2 PAae 1 & 12 .
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To whomsoever it may concern

This is a letter of support for the local residents of Sattal (Distt. Nainital, Uttarakhand) and the
environmentalists who have come together and taken it upon themselves to safeguard the flora, fauna
and the integrity of the ecosystem existing in the Sattal region, from being exploited by a proposed
redevelopment plan of the Sattal Lake.

I believe that any such action of the concerned authorities, in the name of so called beautification of

the Sattal Lake/ region would entail irreparable environmental loss to the Kumaon and Sattal region of
Uttarakhand.

I also believe that taking into consideration the ecological importance of the Sattal region the
Government of Uttarakhand should make all endeavours to condemn such action of the concerned
authorities and come forward with a policy for declaring the region as a Conservation Reserve.

The Sattal lake and forest is a paradise for birds and animals alike and provides a safe haven for those
that are unable to speak. I feel it is the bounden duty of every human to support the cause of the
voiceless, and protect that which is at the very centre of life itself, i.e., nature.

I'am in full support of conserving this sensitive ecological zone after reading the petitions prepared by
the local residents for declaring the Sattal Forest region as a Conservation Reserve that is backed by
the support of the local residents as well as the support of thousands of people all over the world, who
have confirmed their support, by joining the online campaign against such draconian acts of the
authorities, through forums like:

change.org (http://chng.ittHQMKRRkZ) in hindi,

change.org (http://chng.it/C7DCn6qn) in English,

www.thereisnoearthb.com and other social media forums.

I firmly believe that there is no better way to protect the diversity of the flora and fauna of the Sattal
lake and its forest than by declaring it a Conservation Reserve.

By creating a Biodiversity Park, the authorities would be cutting down trees, creating enclosures,
concretizing the area, which would be against the very essence of biodiversity.

I therefore hope that the concerned authorities would work with the people of the community, to
secure the future of the Sattal lake and its natural resources.

Yours truly,

Ghazala Shahabuddin PhD,
Ecologist and Author.

ANNEX -4 pPare 4 by 2



TO WHOMSOEVER IT MAY CONCERN

This is a letter of support for the local residents of Sattal (Distt. Nainital,
Uttarakhand) and the environmentalists who have come together and taken it
upon themselves to safeguard the flora, fauna and the integrity of the ecosystem
existing in the Sattal region, from being exploited by a proposed redevelopment
plan of the Sattal Lake.

| believe that any such action of the concerned authorities, in the name of so
called beautification of the Sattal Lake/ region would entail irreparable

environmental loss to the Kumaon and Sattal region of Uttarakhand.

I also believe that taking into consideration the ecological importance of the Sattal
region the Government of Uttarakhand should make all endeavours to condemn
such action of the concerned authorities and come forward with a policy for

declaring the region as a Conservation Reserve.

The Sattal lake and forest is a paradise for birds and animals alike and provides a
safe haven for those that are unable to speak. | feel it is the bounden duty of every

human to support the cause of the voiceless, and protect that which is at the very

centre of life itself, i.e., nature.

I 'am in full support of conserving this sensitive ecological zone after reading the
petitions prepared by the local residents for declaring the Sattal Forest region as a
Conservation Reserve that is backed by the support of the local residents as well
as the support of thousands of people all over the world, who have confirmed
their support in more ways than one.

I firmly believe that there is no better way to protect the diversity of the flora and

fauna of the sattal lake and its forest than by declaring it a Conservation Reserve.

By creating a Biodiversity Park, the authorities would be cutting down trees,

creating enclosures, and concretising the area, which would be against the very
essence of biodiversity.

| therefore hope that the concerned authorities would work with the people of the

community, to secure the future of the sattal lake and its natural resources.

Yours truly,

a7

K Ramnarayan
Ecologist
Sarmoli, Munsiari, Uttarakhand i Q 2




